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From human rights to international trade and 
commerce, environmental law to development, we 
promise to enrich your understanding and prepare 
you for a career in a more integrated world. 

At SOAS, you will join a community built on 
distinguished expertise and a passion for how the 
law can make a di� erence on the local, national 
and international stage. That is why our alumni 
include lawyers, judges, politicians, businessmen/
women and activists throughout the world. 

Our research, which is of the highest calibre, 
focuses on legal systems and legal challenges 
in the Global South, covering Africa, Asia and 
the Middle East, English Law, Comparative 
Law, Regional and International Law. No 
matter what you are interested in, you 
will fi nd unparalleled choice at SOAS. 

Not only do we nurture the talents of those 
who go on to excel beyond academia, we 
are home to some of the best minds in the 
discipline. Our academics are also practitioners 
of law who routinely lend their expertise to 
governments, international organisations and 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
and have professional experience as qualifi ed 
lawyers and members of regulatory bodies. 

Structure and assessment 
Students take taught modules to the value 
of 120 credits and complete a dissertation 
(60 credits) – unless stated otherwise 

Entry requirements
Minimum upper second-class honours degree 
(or equivalent) – unless stated otherwise

English language requirement
Overall IELTS grade of 6.5 with 6.5 in writing 
and speaking and 6.0 in reading and listening. 
Visit www.soas.ac.uk/english-requirements 
for alternative acceptable qualifi cations 

Duration 
One calendar year (full-time); two, three 
years (part-time, daytime only)

Law

Taught Masters Programmes
- LLM programmes 

- MA programmes

Other Programmes 
- Senior Status LLB

 

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/Law 
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After SOAS, I was fi rst an intern at ClientEarth, 
an NGO of environmental public interest 
lawyers, and then at the European 
Commission Directorate-General for Energy 
in the unit in charge of renewable energy.  
After these internships, I started working as 
an environmental legal advisor at Milieu Ltd. 
I work with the European Commission, on 
very interesting topics such as shale gas, 
chemicals, water, climate change, waste, 
forests, biodiversity, trade and environment, 
and environmental governance.  

My LLM at SOAS was a real added 
value in my professional career.  What 
I liked about SOAS was that the law 
lectures were very multidisciplinary, 
including references to environmental 
science, anthropology, sociology and 
development.  Such an approach to law 
is still very useful in my everyday work.

Florent Pelsy
Degree: LLM Environmental Law, 2008
Job Title: Senior Legal Adviser, Milieu Ltd

Building an international network of scholars 

This interdisciplinary project aims to 
explore the debates that led to the 
reform of age of consent laws in the 
UK and their introduction in other 
parts of the Empire at the end of the 
19th Century. Intertwined within 
these debates are notions of gender, 
women’s rights, biology, and attempts 
to understand the ‘native’ psyche. 
These compete with tropes of cultural 
relativism, orientalism, the female 
victim, and the white (wo)man’s 
burden amongst other concerns. 

The project aims to bring together 
the growing number of socio-
legal scholars who are currently 
involved in the debate on the 
histories of age of consent in order 
to form an international network 
of scholars working in the area.

Dr Kanika Sharma
Project title: ‘Age of Consent and 
Child-Marriage in the British Empire’
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MA Law Programmes

Convenor: Dr Nimer Sultany

For professionals with non-law degrees, we 
o� er a tailor-made education that can lead 
you to either a specialised area of the law 
profession, or a deeper understanding of 
legal issues in the working environment.

Many of our students come from international 
and government institutions or NGOs concerned 
with human rights, the environment or 
development issues. Others have backgrounds 
in corporate responsibility or dispute resolution. 
However, work experience is not necessary.

Students choose between an MA in International 
and Comparative Legal Studies or an MA in Legal 
Studies. Students without a prior law degree must 
attend an intensive two-week Introduction to Law 
and Legal Method module prior to registration. 

Whether you wish to progress to a law 
conversion course, change direction 
in life, or simply want to develop your 
expertise, SOAS can help you get there.

Master of Laws (LLM)

Convenor: Dr Brenna Bhandar 

These programmes are designed for 
practising lawyers looking for an advanced 
qualifi cation or an opportunity to refresh 
or engage with a specialist area.  

The LLM combines new and traditional areas 
of research and practice in international, 
comparative and transnational law as it relates 
to the developing world. You might fi nd yourself 
combining a specialist module in Islamic law or 
feminist legal history with banking or economic 
law. You also have the option of selecting 
one complementary subject or the equivalent 
from a comparable Masters programme, in 
substitution for either a full or a half-subject.

Dissertation
Students undertaking any of the SOAS LLM 
degrees in Law listed below will register on the 
LLM Dissertation in Law module (60 credits) 
and receive regular workshops to help them 
choose topics, explore research methods, 
and then engage in supervision with an 
appropriate specialist academic to produce their 
dissertation for submission in September.

Modules on o� er in the School of Law For 
LLM (Masters of Laws) or MA Legal Studies 

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the MA/LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Alternative Dispute Resolution (30 credits)
• Anatomy of a Human Rights Emergency Case 

Study of Darfur (15 credits)
• Climate Change and Energy Law and Policy (30 

credits)
• Colonialism, Empire and International Law (15 

credits)
• Critical Jurisprudence in Islamic Law and Society 

(30 credits)
• EU Law in a Global Context (15 credits)
• Foundations of International Law (15 credits)
• Gender, Armed Confl ict and International Law (15 

credits)
• Gender, Law and Society in the Middle East and 

North Africa (15 credits)
• Gender, Sexuality and Law - Selected Topics (15 

credits)
• Gender, Sexuality and Law - Theories and 

Methodologies (15 credits) 
• Human Rights and Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Human Rights of Women (30 credits)
• International and Comparative Copyright Law: 

Copyright in the Global Village (30 credits)
• International and Comparative Corporate Law 

(30 credits)
• International Commercial Arbitration (30 credits)
• International Criminal Law (15 credits)
• International Investment Law (15 credits) 
• International Refugee and Migration Law (15 

credits)
• International Sale of Goods (30 credits) 
• International Human Rights Clinic (30 credits)
• International Protection of Human Rights (30 

credits)
• International Refugee and Migration Law (15 

credits)
• Islamic Law (MA/LLM) (30 credits)
• Justice, Reconciliation and Reconstruction in 

Post-Confl ict Societies (30 credits)
• Law and Critique (15 credits)
• Law and Development in Africa (30 credits)
• Law and International in Equality: Critical Legal 

Analysis of Political Economy from Colonialism to 
Globalisation (30 credits)

• Law and Natural Resources (30 credits)
• Law, Environmental and Sustainable Development 

in a Global Context (30 credits)
• Law, Rights & Social Change (15 credits)
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• Law and Policy of International Courts and 
Tribunals (15 credits)

• Law and Society in Southeast Asia (15 credits)
• Law and Society in the Middle East and North 

Africa (30 credits)
• Law and Society in South Asia (30 credits)
• Law, Human Rights, and Peacebuilding: The 

Israeli-Palestinian Case (30 credits)
• Law of Islamic Finance (30 credits)
• Migration, Gender and Law in South East Asia and 

Beyond (15 credits)
• Multinational Enterprises and the Law (30 credits)
• Race and Rights (15 credits) 
• The Law of Armed Confl ict (15 credits)
• Water Law: Justice and Governance (15 credits)
• Preliminary Law, Legal Reasoning and Legal 

Methods (0 credits)
• Water Law and Development: Confl icts, 

Governance and Justice (30 credits)
• Water and Development: Confl ict and 

Governance (15 credits)

Specialist LLM/ 
MA programmes LLM

LLM in Environmental Law and 
Sustainable Development

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Climate Change and Energy Law and Policy 
(30 credits)

• Law, Environment and Sustainable Development 
in a Global Context (30 credits)

• Law and Natural Resources (30 credits)
• Global Energy and Climate Policy (30 credits)
• Energy Policy in the Asia-Pacifi c (15 credits)
• Water Law and Development: Confl icts, 

Governance and Justice (30 credits)
• Water Law: Justice and Governance (15 credits)
• Water and Development: Confl ict and 

Governance (15 credits)

LLM in Human Rights, 
Confl ict and Justice

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Gender, Armed Confl ict and International Law (15 
credits)

• Gender, Sexuality and Law - Selected Topics (15 
credits)

• Gender, Sexuality and Law - Theories and 
Methodologies (15 credits)

• Human Rights and Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Human Rights of Women (30 credits)
• International Human Rights Clinic (30 credits)
• credits)
• International Protection of Human Rights (30 

credits)
• International Refugee and Migration Law (15 

credits)
• Justice, Reconciliation, and Reconstruction in 

Post-Confl ict Societies (30 credits)
• Law and International Inequality: Critical Legal 

Analysis of Political Economy from Colonialism to 
Globalisation (30 credits) 

• Law, Human Rights, and Peacebuilding: The 
Israeli-Palestinian Case (30 credits)

• Foundations of International Law (15 credits)
• International Criminal Law (15 credits)
• Law and Policy of International Courts and 

Tribunals (15 credits)
• Law and Post-Colonial Theory (15 credits)
• Law and Society in Southeast Asia (15 credits)
• Law, Rights & Social Change (15 credits)
• The Law of Armed Confl ict (15 credits) 
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LLM in International 
Commercial and Economic Law

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• International and Comparative Copyright Law: 
Copyright in the Global Village (30 credits)

• International and Comparative Corporate Law 
(30 credits)

• Multinational Enterprises and the Law (30 credits)
• International Commercial Arbitration (30 credits)
• International Investment Law (15 credits)
• International Sale of Goods (30 credits)
• International Trade Law (30 credits)
• Law of International Finance (30 credits)
• Law of Islamic Finance (30 credits)
• EU Law in a Global Context (15 credits)
• Foundations of Comparative Law (15 credits)

LLM in International Law

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Climate Change and Energy Law and Policy 
(30 credits)

• International Commercial and Investment 
Arbitration (30 credits)

• Law, Environment and Sustainable Development 
in a Global Context (30 credits)

• International Protection of Human Rights (30 
credits)

• Justice, Reconciliation, and Reconstruction in 
Post-Confl ict Societies (30 credits)

• Law and Natural Resources (30 credits)
• Law, Human Rights, and Peacebuilding: The 

Israeli-Palestinian Case (30 credits)
• Multinational Enterprises and the Law (30 credits)
• Colonialism, Empire and International Law (15 

credits)
• Foundations of International Law (15 credits)
• Gender, Armed Confl ict and International Law (15 

credits)

• International Criminal Law (15 credits)
• International Refugee and Migration Law (15 

credits)
• Law and Postcolonial Theory (15 credits)
• Law and Policy of International Courts and 

Tribunals (15 credits)
• The Law of Armed Confl ict (15 credits) 

LLM in Islamic Law

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Critical Jurisprudence in Islamic Law and Society 
(30 credits)

• Gender, Law and Society in the Middle East and 
North Africa (15 credits)

• Human Rights and Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Islamic Law (30 credits) 
• Law of Islamic Finance (30 credits)
• Law and Society in South Asia (30 credits)
• Law and Society in the Middle East and North 

Africa (30 credits)

LLM in Law and Gender

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

Core modules
• Gender, Sexuality and Law: Theories and 

Methodologies (15 credits)
• Gender, Sexuality and Law: Selected Topics (15 

credits)

Optional modules
• Gender, Law and Society in the Middle East and 

North Africa (15 credits)
• Human Rights of Women (30 credits)
• Law and Postcolonial Theory (15 credits)
• Migration, Gender and the Law in South East Asia 

and Beyond (15 credits)
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LLM in Law, Development 
and Globalisation 

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the LLM title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Intellectual Property Rights and Development (30 
credits) 

• International and Comparative Copyright Law: 
Copyright in the Global Village (30 credits)

• International and Comparative Corporate Law (30 
credits)

• International Commercial and Investment 
Arbitration (30 credits)

• Law, Environment and Sustainable Development 
in a Global Context (30 credits)

• Justice, Reconciliation, and Reconstruction in 
Post-Confl ict Societies (30 credits)

• Law and International Inequality: Critical Legal 
Analysis of Political Economy from Colonialism to 
Globalisation (30 credits)

• Law and Natural Resources (30 credits)
• Multinational Enterprises and the Law (30 credits)
• Colonialism, Empire and International Law (15 

credits)
• International Refugee and Migration Law (15 

credits)
• EU Law in a Global Context (15 credits)
• Foundations of International Law (15 credits)
• Law and Postcolonial Theory (15 credits)
• Law and Society in Southeast Asia (15 credits)
• Migration, Gender and the Law in South East Asia 

and Beyond (15 credits)
• Water Law and Development: Confl icts, 

Governance and Justice (30 credits)

MA

Dissertation
Students undertaking any of the SOAS MA degrees in 
Law listed below will register on the MA Dissertation 
in Law module (60 credits) and receive regular 
workshops to help them choose topics, explore 
research methods, and then engage in supervision 
with an appropriate specialist academic to produce 
their dissertation for submission in September.

MA in Environmental Law and 
Sustainable Development 

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the MA title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information

• Climate Change and Energy Law and Policy 
(30 credits)

• Law, Environment and Sustainable Development 
in a Global Context (30 credits)

• Law and Natural Resources (30 credits)
• Global Energy and Climate Policy (30 credits)
• Energy Policy in the Asia-Pacifi c (15 credits)
• Water and Development: Confl ict and 

Governance (15 credits)
• Water Law and Development: Confl icts, 

Governance and Justice (30 credits)
• Water Law: Justice and Governance (15 credits)
• Preliminary Law, Legal Reasoning and Legal 

Methods (0 credits)
• MA Dissertation in Law (60 Credits)

MA in Human Rights Law

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the MA title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information

• Feminist Legal Theory (30 credits)
• Human Rights and Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Human Rights of Women (30 credits)
• International Human Rights Clinic (30 credits)
• International Protection of Human Rights (30 

credits)
• International Refugee and Migration Law (15 

credits)
• Justice, Reconciliation, and Reconstruction in 

Post-Confl ict Societies (30 credits)
• Law, Human Rights, and Peacebuilding: The 

Israeli-Palestinian Case (30 credits)
• Gender, Armed Confl ict and International Law (15 

credits)
• International Criminal Law (15 credits)
• Law and Post-Colonial Theory (15 credits)
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• Migration, Gender and the Law in South East Asia 
and Beyond (15 credits)

• The Law of Armed Confl ict (15 credits) 
• Preliminary Law, Legal Reasoning and Legal 

Methods (0 credits)
• MA Dissertation in Law (60 Credits)

MA in International Law

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the MA title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information

• Climate Change and Energy Law and Policy (30 
credits)

• Law, Environment and Sustainable Development 
in a Global Context (30 credits)

• Law, Human Rights, and Peacebuilding: The 
Israeli-Palestinian Case (30 credits)

• Law of International Finance (30 credits)
• Multinational Enterprises and the Law (30 credits)
• Law and Natural Resources (30 credits)
• International Protection of Human Rights 

(30 credits)
• Justice, Reconciliation and Reconstruction in 

Post-Confl ict Societies (30 credits)
• Colonialism, Empire and International Law 

(15 credits)
• Foundations of International Law (15 credits)
• Gender, Armed Confl ict and International Law 

(15 credits)
• International Criminal Law (15 credits)
• International Refugee and Migration Law 

(15 credits)
• Law and Postcolonial Theory (15 credits)
• Law and Policy of International Courts and 

Tribunals (15 credits)
• Law, Rights and Society in Taiwan (15 credits)
• The Law of Armed Confl ict (30 credits) 
• Preliminary Law, Legal Reasoning and Legal 

Methods (0 credits)
• MA Dissertation in Law (60 Credits)

MA in Islamic Law

Fees
• £14,875 (Home/EU)
• £21,475 (Overseas)

Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available on the MA title. Please refer to www.
soas.ac.uk/law/programmes for full programme 
structures and detailed module information

• Critical Jurisprudence in Islamic Law and Society 
(30 credits)

• Gender, Law and Society in the Middle East and 
North Africa (15 credits)

• Human Rights and Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Law of Islamic Finance (30 credits)
• Law and Society in the Middle East and North 

Africa (30 credits)
• Preliminary Law, Legal Reasoning and Legal 

Methods (0 credits)
• MA Dissertation in Law (60 Credits)
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Senior Status LLB

The two year LLB for advanced students (those with 
a degree in another discipline) is primarily designed 
for graduates who wish to obtain a Qualifying Law 
Degree (QLD) but will also be of interest to those 
non-law graduates who have an interest in reading 
law as a second academic degree. Unlike other 
institutions, the SOAS Senior Status LLB also provides 
students with an overview of legal systems in Africa 
and Asia to provide a truly global Senior Status LLB.

On this programme of study, 90% of 
students are either in work or studying 
six months after completion. 

Entry requirements:

Senior Status LLB will be restricted to non-
law graduates from recognised institutions 
with a GPA of 3.2 or its equivalent.

Fees
• TBC (Home/EU)
• £16,907 (Overseas)

Structure
Year 1 modules
• Introduction to Law and Legal Processes (2 Week 

Intensive Module) (0 credits)
• Criminal Law (30 credits)
• Law of Contracts (30 credits)
• Common Law, Equitable and Comparative 

Property 1: Property Interests (15 credits)
• Public Law: (30 credits)
• EU Law (15 credits)

Year 2 modules
• Legal Systems of Asia and Africa (30 credits)
• Law of Tort (30 credits)
• Common Law, Equitable and Comparative 

Property 2: Proprietary Relationships (15 credits)

Optional modules
Students choose options worth a further 60 credits

• Advanced Administrative Law (30 credits)  
• Alternative Dispute Resolution (15 credits)
• Asylum and Immigration Law (30 credits)  
• Commercial Law (30 credits)  
• Company Law (30 credits)  
• Comparative Confl icts of Laws (15 credits)
• Copyright Law (15 credits)
• Environmental Law in Action: Comparative and 

Domestic Perspectives (15 credits)
• Family Law (30 credits)
• Foundations of Human Rights Law (15 credits)
• Independent Study Project (30 credits)  
• Intellectual Property Law (30 credits)  
• International Environmental Law (15 credits)
• International Law of the Sea (15 credits)
• Introduction to Global Commodities (15 credits)
• Islamic Law (30 credits)  
• Law and Development (30 credits)
• Law and Society in Africa (30 credits)  
• Law and Society in South Asia (30 credits)
• Law, Multiculturalism and Rights (30 credits)  
• Law of Commercial Arbitration (15 credits)
• Law of Islamic Finance (30 credits)  
• Public International Law (15 credits)
• The Art of Advocacy (15 credits)
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