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Degree programmes Japan and Korea

Taught Masters Programmes
- MA Japanese Studies

- MA Korean Studies

Related Degrees
MA ... and Intensive Language (Japanese) 
may be combined with:

- MA Historical Research Methods

- MA History

MA History of Art and Archaeology of East 
Asia and Intensive Language

- MA Religions of Asia and Africa

- MA Medical Anthropology

- MA Anthropological Research Methods

- MA Anthropology of Food

- MA Migration and Diaspora Studies

- MA Linguistics and Language 

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/japankorea 

As the home of the largest collection of Japan 
specialists outside of Japan, and with the 
biggest concentration of Korean specialists 
in Europe, SOAS really is the best choice for 
anyone seeking an opportunity to engage 
with this globally signifi cant region. 

Our expertise is grounded in research, covering 
classical and modern literature, social, economic 
and intellectual history, popular culture, fi lm and 
media studies, translation theory, linguistics and 
applied linguistics. Combined with the partnerships 
we maintain with universities in Japan and Korea, 
this means that as a student you have access to 
a broad knowledge base as well as renowned 
scholars to guide you in your chosen specialism. 

Structure and assessment 
Students take taught modules to the value 
of 120 credits and complete a dissertation 
(60 credits) – unless stated otherwise 

Entry requirements
Minimum upper second-class honours degree 
(or equivalent) – unless stated otherwise

English language requirement
Overall IELTS grade of 6.5 with 6.5 in writing 
and speaking and 6.0 in reading and listening. 
Visit www.soas.ac.uk/english-requirements 
for alternative acceptable qualifi cations 

Duration 
One calendar year (full-time); two, three 
years (part-time, daytime only)

SOAS o� ers a range of two-year Masters 
programmes (four years, part-time) that 
combine disciplinary knowledge with 
rigorous language scholarship. 

The language pathway is directed at students 
who want to engage with Asia, Africa and the 
Near and Middle East on both a professional and 
academic level. The structure of the programme 
will enable you to reach a near profi cient 
command of the language you are studying. 

Structure (315 credits total):
• Language Modules (90 credits)

• Taught Modules (120 credits)
• Study Abroad (45 credits)
• Dissertation (60 credits)

* Students opting for the intensive language 
track will take a placement exam in the 
week before classes in order to determine 
if their language level is suitable.

Duration:
Two years full-time four years, part-time 
daytime only (September intake only).

Entry requirements: Minimum upper 
second-class honours (or equivalent)

www.soas.ac.uk/2-year-masters

Intensive Language Option

Japan and Korea
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My fi rst interest in Korea came about 
from watching Korean and Japanese 
TV, and then my undergraduate 
classes solidifi ed that love of Korea. I 
had never heard of SOAS before my 
undergraduate tutor in Baltimore told 
me about it, but after I discovered 
it I was super excited and only 
wanted to come here.  Everyone 
in the Korean department are very 
knowledgeable and super nice, 
and there are great resources for 
studying Korean in the SOAS Library 
and online. This has helped me to 
discover Confucianism and also 
to learn about Koreans in Japan. 
I would like to stay on at SOAS to 
study for a PhD at the end of my 
masters, because they have such 
a good relationship with other 
universities in Korea, and after that I 
would like to make documentaries 
in Korea and Japan, because I 
still have my early love for fi lm. 

Gabriella Sara Samuels
Degree: MA Korean Studies, 2018

Cultural clashes in Meiji period Japan

Gathering for Tea in Modern Japan by SOAS Research 
Associate and graduate Taka Oshikiri is a new book published 
by Bloomsbury, which investigates the interactions between 
cultural legacies of the Tokugawa period and the incoming 
infl uences of Western ideas, by examining chanoyu - the 
custom of consuming matcha tea - in the Meiji period. 

Taka Oshikiri uses a wealth of Japanese source material 
- including diaries, newspapers, journal articles, maps, 
exhibition catalogues and o�  cial records – to explore 
the intricate relationships between the practice and 
practitioners of di� erent social groups such as the old 
aristocracy, the emerging industrial elite, the local elite 
and government o�  cials. She argues that the fabrication 

of a cultural identity during modernisation was infl uenced by various interest 
groups, such as the private commercial sector and foreign ambassadors. 

Taka Oshikiri
Project title: New book ‘Gathering for Tea in Modern Japan: 
Class, Culture and Consumption in the Meiji Period
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MA Japanese Studies

Also available as: MA Japanese Studies 
(Dual Degree Programme) 
Convenor: Dr Griseldis Kirsch

This is the most comprehensive degree you 
will fi nd of its kind anywhere in Europe. The 
unrivalled expertise and resources at SOAS 
cover the full range of the social and political 
sciences to the humanities across all historical 
periods, from the earliest to the present.

Our student cohort is made up of people from 
a multitude of geographical and academic 
backgrounds, with a common interest in 
understanding the cultural development of Japan. 
There is no Japanese language requirement, 
but you may fi nd that studying a language 
helps to enrich your learning experience.

Your studies will be further complemented 
by access to SOAS’s Japan Research Centre 
(JRC), and the Sainsbury Institute for the 
Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures (SISJAC) 
with the University of East Anglia.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure
Optional modules
Anthropology and Sociology
• Culture and Society of Japan (15 credits)
• Shogunal Iconography in the Edo Period (15 

credits)
• Popular Practice in the Edo Period Arts (15 credits)

Available as a major only
• Economic Dynamics of the Asia-Pacifi c Region 

(30 credits)

History
• Japanese Modernity I (15 credits)
• Japanese Modernity II (15 credits)

Language - available as a minor only
• Basic Japanese 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Basic Japanese 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Intermediate Japanese 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Intermediate Japanese 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Advanced Japanese: Contemporary Topics (PG) 

(30 credits)
• Advanced Japanese: Readings in Modern 

Japanese History (30 credits)
• Advanced Practical Japanese (MA) (30 credits)
• Practical Translation: Japanese Into English (15 

credits)

Linguistics
• Syntactic Structure of Japanese 1 (15 credits)
• Syntactic Structure of Japanese 2 (15 credits)

Literature
• Japanese Traditional Drama (MA) (15 credits)
• Modern Japanese Literature (MA) (15 credits)
• Readings in Pre-Modern Japanese Literature (MA) 

(30 credits)
• Readings in Modern Japanese Literature (30 

credits)
• Management in Japan I (15 credits)
• Management in Japan II (15 credits)

Media
• Japanese Transnational Cinema: From Kurosawa 

to Asia Extreme and Studio Ghibli (15 credits)
• Japanese Post-War Film Genres and the Avant-

Garde (15 credits)
• Japanese Television Since 1953 (30 credits)

Music - available as a minor only
• Pop and Politics in East Asia (MA) (15 credits)
• Musical Traditions of East Asia (MA) (15 credits)

Politics
• International Politics of East Asia (30 credits)
• Northeast Asian Politics: Japan, Korea and Taiwan 

(30 credits)
• Japan Unravelled (15 credits)

Religion
• Religious Practice in Japan: Texts, Rituals and 

Believers (30 credits)

Available as a minor only
• East Asian Buddhist Thought (15 credits)
• Readings in Japanese Religion (15 credits)

MA Korean Studies

Convenor: Dr Owen Miller

This programme explores the history, politics, 
art, music and literature of Korea, gaining a 
novel perspective thanks to a multidisciplinary 
structure that draws on the strengths of our 
Centre of Korean Studies, through a wide 
range of seminars, lectures and workshops.

You will explore the historical developments 
of the region, as well as contemporary 
perspectives. While there is no Korean language 
requirement, many students wish to study 
it to enrich their learning experience.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)
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Structure
Optional modules
Students take a total of 180 credits. These comprise:

• Dissertation in Korean Studies (60 credits)

Core module 
• Connections and Intersections: Core Aspects of 

East Asian Studies (15 credits)  

Taught modules 
Students must select modules (105 credits) from a 
minimum of three di� erent disciplines; not more 
than 60 credits may be taken in any one discipline to 
comprise:

• Major (30 credits) 
• Either Major/minors (60-75 credits) or open 

options (15 credits)

Majors
History
• The Two Koreas since 1953 (PG) (15 credits) 
• The Making of Modern Korea, 1864-1953 (15 

credits) 

Literature
• Readings in Korean Literature (Masters) (15 

credits) 
• Translating Korean Literature (Masters) (15 

credits) 
• Literary Traditions and Culture of Korea (Masters) 

(15 credits) 
• Trajectories of Modernity in Korean Literature 

(Masters) (15 credits)

Politics
• International politics of East Asia (30 credits)
• Northeast Asian Politics: Japan, Korea and Taiwan 

(30 credits) 

Art
• Arts of Koryo and Choson Korea (15 credits) 
• Modern and Contemporary Korean Art (15 credits)

Minors
• Directed Readings in Korean Studies A 

(15 credits) 
• Directed Readings in Korean Studies B 

(15 credits) 
• Advanced Korean Readings (PG) (30 credits) 
• Media Spectacle and Urban Space in East Asia 

(15 credits)  
• Practical Translation: English into Korean 

(15 credits) 

Language
• Korean 1 (PG) (30 credits) 
• Korean 2 (PG) (30 credits)  
• Intermediate Korean (PG) (30 credits) 
• Introduction to Mixed Script Korean (PG) (30 

credits) 
• Korean Readings (PG) (30 credits)  
• Chinese 1 (PG) (30 credits) 
• Special Course in Chinese: Reading Classical and 

Literary Chinese (PG) (30credits)  
• Japanese 1 (PG) (30 credits) 

Media
• Cinema, Nation and Transcultural Asia (30 credits)




