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If you want access to the people, ideas and 
resources focused on a truly global history 
then SOAS is the place to study. A vibrant 
research environment built on scholarly 
passion and academic rigour, combined 
with regional programmes for students from 
multiple disciplines and countries makes 
for an exciting and thriving community. 

As the only UK History department devoted 
to Africa, Asia and the Middle East, you can 
expect more from SOAS. Our view of the world 
is informed by a heterodox approach and our 
research and teaching specialisms demonstrate 
this. From the Crusades to the contemporary 
Middle East, 14th century indigenous warfare to 
20th century Islam in Southeast Asia, slavery to 
Muslim societies in West Africa, modern China 
to modern Japan, we want you to experience 
all that this rich discipline has to o� er. 

History at SOAS is explored through multiple 
lenses, drawing on our vast experience in culture 
and religion, gender, economics, law and politics, 
technology and warfare. Not only will you benefi t 
from the world-class SOAS Library, you will 
have easy access to the British Library with its 
Indian O�  ce and Oriental Collections, the British 
Library Newspaper Archive in north London, 

the National Archives at Kew, the University of 
London, Institute of Historical Research and 
the Institute of Commonwealth Studies. 

Our programmes are interdisciplinary, which means 
you can explore a wide range of topics within 
Africa and Asia’s vast past, especially the regions’ 
cultural, social and religious political history.

Structure and assessment 
Students take taught modules to the value 
of 120 credits and complete a dissertation 
(60 credits) – unless stated otherwise 

Entry requirements
Minimum upper second-class honours degree 
(or equivalent) – unless stated otherwise

English language requirement
Overall IELTS grade of 6.5 with 6.5 in writing 
and speaking and 6.0 in reading and listening. 
Visit www.soas.ac.uk/english-requirements 
for alternative acceptable qualifi cations 

Duration 
One calendar year (full-time); two, three 
years (part-time, daytime only)

SOAS o� ers a range of two-year Masters 
programmes (four years, part-time) that 
combine disciplinary knowledge with 
rigorous language scholarship. 

The language pathway is directed at students 
who want to engage with Asia, Africa and the 
Near and Middle East on both a professional and 
academic level. The structure of the programme 
will enable you to reach a near profi cient 
command of the language you are studying. 

Structure (315 credits total):
• Language Modules (90 credits)

• Taught Modules (120 credits)
• Study Abroad (45 credits)
• Dissertation (60 credits)

* Students opting for the intensive language 
track will take a placement exam in the 
week before classes in order to determine 
if their language level is suitable.

Duration:
Two years full-time) four years part-time, 
daytime only (September intake only).

Entry requirements: Minimum upper 
second-class honours (or equivalent)

www.soas.ac.uk/2-year-masters

Intensive Language Option

History

Taught Masters Programmes
- MA Historical Research Methods

- MA History

- MA Islamic Intellectual History

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/history 



      89

History Degree programmes

I have always been fascinated with 
the past, but my involvement with 
history was redefi ned for me on a trip 
to Auschwitz concentration camp 
in Poland when I was 16 for ‘The 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project’ by the 
Holocaust Educational Trust. I became 
an ambassador for them and met many 
Holocaust and Rwandan genocide 
survivors. We went around schools to 
teach the dangers of discrimination. It 
was the fi rst time that history and social 
activism merged for me. By the time I 
began my MA, I was already a passionate 
historian. At SOAS, I discovered that 
you are not only a student, you are 
also a teacher. SOAS students and 
teachers are all eager to learn. And 
we all have something to share.  

Amrit Kaur Lohia
Degree: MA History, 2016
Job title: Founder of Humanised

New insights on Indian Partition

Gurharpal Singh, Professor of Sikh and Punjab Studies, is 
engaged on a two-year project ‘A World Turned Upside Down: 
Sikhs and the Partition of India’, which will aim to make a 
major contribution to our understanding of the communities 
that were marginalised by the struggle for independence.

Professor Singh said: “After seventy years, the causes and 
consequences of the partition of India are still poorly understood. 
Recent historiography has highlighted the need for a more 
complex understanding of the role of religion in these processes.

“The research project will evaluate the e� orts of Sikh leaders to 
prevent the division of Punjab; the impact of the pre-partition 
years on Sikhism; the role of Sikhs in the 1947 violence; and the 
long-term consequences for Sikhs in India and the diaspora.

“The seventieth anniversary of the independence of 
India and Pakistan in 2017 highlighted the immense 
importance of the subject in South Asia and beyond.”

Professor Gurharpal Singh
Project title: ‘A World Turned Upside Down: 
Sikhs and the Partition of India’
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MA Historical Research 
Methods

Convenor: Dr Eleanor Newbigin

For History graduates and students with a 
Masters, this programme is ideal preparation for a 
research degree, while also o� ering a stand-alone 
qualifi cation at the high standard demanded by 
the major UK and international funding councils.

It is a unique opportunity for anyone seeking 
to hone their specialist research skills with the 
guidance of leading regional specialists and 
with the added benefi ts of having easy access 
to the British Library, including the India O�  ce 
and Oriental Collections, and many other 
central London archives and libraries that are 
the equal to anywhere else in the world.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure
Core modules
• Sources and Research Design in Historical 

Research (30 credits)
• Research Methods in History with Reference to 

Asia and Africa (30 credits)

Optional modules
Students choose options worth a further 60 credits 

• Colonial Conquest and Social Change in Southern 
Africa (15 credits)

• Culture and Society of East Africa (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of West Africa (15 credits)
• Government and Politics in Africa (30 credits)
• International Politics of Africa (30 credits)
• State and Society in Asia and Africa (30 credits)
• Culture and Society of the Near and Middle East 

(15 credits)
• Encountering the Other: The Middle East During 

the Crusading Period (15 credits)
• Iran and the Persianate World 1400-1800 (15 

credits)
• Israel, the Arab World and the Palestinians (30 

credits)
• Outsiders in Medieval Middle Eastern Societies: 

Minorities, Social Outcasts and Foreigners (30 
credits)

• Reading Classical Arabic Historians: Themes and 
Trends in Islamic Historiography (30 credits)

• Contemporary Islamism in South Asia: Readings in 
Sayyid Abu Al-A’la Mawdudi (30 credits)

• Culture and Society of South Asia (15 credits)
• Government and Politics of Modern South Asia 

(30 credits)

• Literature and Colonialism in North India (MA) (15 
credits)

• The Body and the Making of Colonial Di� erence 
in British India (15 credits)

• The Indian Temple (30 credits)
• Modern Bengal: The Evolution of Bengali Culture 

and Society from 1690 to the Present Day (MA) 
(30 credits)

• Japanese Modernity I (15 credits)
• Japanese Modernity II (15 credits)
• Knowledge and Power in Early Modern China (15 

credits)
• Nationhood and Competing Identities in Modern 

China (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of China (15 credits)
• State and Society in the Chinese Political Process 

(30 credits)
• Culture and Society of Japan (15 credits)
• Topics in Modern Korean History (30 credits)
• Topics in the History of Traditional Korea (30 

credits)
• Asian Wars: World War II and the End of Empire, 

1942-1960 (15 credits)
• Histories of Ethnicity and Confl ict in South East 

Asia 1 - Making States and Building Nations (15 
credits)

• Histories of Ethnicity and Confl ict in South East 
Asia 2 - Non-National Perspectives (15 credits)

MA History

Convenor: Dr Eleanor Newbigin

With the UK’s high concentration of expertise in 
Asia, the Middle East and Africa, this is the ideal 
environment in which to cultivate a global historical 
perspective that reaches far beyond Europe.

At SOAS we can o� er you an unrivalled breadth of 
module choices, giving you the chance to acquire 
strong regional expertise alongside a sound training 
in the historical sciences more generally. The fact 
that our student cohort is made up of people 
from di� erent disciplines means you will be part 
of an intellectually stimulating community that 
thrives on new ideas, cultures and experiences.

Our graduates go on to work for a wide 
variety of organisations, including national 
governments, internationally recognised 
NGOs and global media outlets. 

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)
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Structure
Modules 
Modules totalling at least 60 credits from List A, 
including a 15 credit or 30 credit module designated 
as the major module; minor modules totalling 30 
credits from Lists A [major and minor modules], B 
[modules from other departments], C [Language 
modules] or D [intercollegiate modules]. 

Dissertation in History (60 credits) written 
in conjunction with the major module
• Dissertation in History 
• Dissertation in History: Africa 
• Dissertation in History: East Asia 
• Dissertation in History: Near and Middle East 
• Dissertation in History: South Asia 
• Dissertation in History: South East Asia 

List A - major and minor modules
• The Making of the Contemporary World (15 

credits)
• Debating Pasts, Crafting Histories (30 credits 
• Environmental History of Asia (15 credits)
• Slavery in West Africa in the 19th and 20th 

Centuries (15 credits)
• Historical Perspectives on Gender in Africa (15 

credits)
• Warfare and the Military in Modern Africa (15 

credits)
• The Early Development of Islam: Emerging 

Identities and Contending Views (15 credits)
• Iran and the Persianate World 1400-1800 (15 

credits)
• Iran and the Persianate World 1800-1979 (15 

credits)
• The End of Empire in the Middle East and the 

Balkans (30 credits)
• Encountering the Other: The Middle East During 

the Crusading Period (15 credits)
• Modernity and the Transformation of the Middle 

East I (15 credits)
• Modernity and the Transformation of the Middle 

East II (15 credits)
• The Origin of Islam: Sources and Perspectives (15 

credits)
• Outsiders in Medieval Middle Eastern Societies: 

Minorities, Social Outcasts and Foreigners (15 
credits)

• Modern Muslim Thinkers from South Asia (30 
credits)

• Islam in South Asia (15 credits)
• Gender, Law and the Family in the History of 

Modern South Asia (15 credits)
• Colonialism and Nationalism in South Asia (15 

credits)
• The Body and the Making of Colonial Di� erence 

in British India (15 credits)
• Japanese Modernity I (15 credits)
• Japanese Modernity II (15 credits)
• Knowledge and Power in Early Modern China (15 

credits)

• Nationhood and Competing Identities in Modern 
China (15 credits)

• Topics in Modern Korean History (30 credits)
• North Korea Since 1945: The Rise and Decline of 

an East Asian Developmental State (15 credits)
• Topics in the History of Traditional Korea (30 

credits)
• Asian Armies and National Development (15 

credits)
• Asian Wars: World War II and the End of Empire, 

1942-1960 (15 credits)
• World War II, Cold War, and the “War On Terror”: 

The United States and South East Asia (30 credits)
• Histories of Ethnicity and Confl ict in South East 

Asia 1 - Making States and Building Nations (15 
credits)

• Histories of Ethnicity and Confl ict in South East 
Asia 2 - Non-National Perspectives (15 credits)

• Research Methods in History with Special 
Reference to Asia and Africa (30 credits)

List B - modules in other departments
• Oriental Religions in European Academia and 

Imagination, 1815-1945 (30 credits)
• Media Production Skills (15 credits)
• Colonialism and Christian Missions in Africa: 

Readings from the Archives (15 credits)
• Preaching, Prayer and Politics: Independent 

Christians in Southern Africa (15 credits)
• International Politics of Africa (30 credits)
• Government and Politics in Africa (30 credits)
• State and Society in Asia and Africa (30 credits)
• Culture and Society of East Africa (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of West Africa (15 credits)
• Topics in the History of Traditional Korea (30 

credits)
• Comparative Politics of the Middle East 

(30 credits)
• Culture and Society of the Near and Middle East 

(15 credits)
• Modern Trends in Islam (30 credits)
• Reading Classical Arabic Historians: Themes and 

Trends in Islamic Historiography (30 credits) 
• Israel, the Arab World and the Palestinians 

(30 credits)
• Contemporary Islamism in South Asia: Readings in 

Sayyid Abu Al-A’la Mawdudi (30 credits)
• History and Doctrines of Indian Buddhism (30 credits)
• The Indian Temple (30 credits)
• Pakistan: History, Culture, Islam (30 credits)
• Modern Bengal: The Evolution of Bengali Culture 

and Society from 1690 to the Present Day (MA) 
(30 credits)

• Government and Politics of Modern South Asia 
(30 credits)

• Culture and Society of South Asia (15 credits)
• Literature and Colonialism in North India (MA) 

(15 credits)
• State and Society in the Chinese Political Process 

(30 credits)
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• Culture and Society of China (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of Japan (15 credits)
• Jawi and the Malay Manuscript Tradition (MA) (15 

credits)
• Government and Politics of Modern South East 

Asia (30 credits)
• Culture and Society of South East Asia (15 credits)

List C - language modules, minor only
Please contact the Faculty of Languages and 
Cultures for more information. Note that all 
applicants must be able to demonstrate some 
prior competence in learning languages, and 
for certain languages other restrictions apply.

List D - intercollegiate modules
Because of di� erent MA structures in other Colleges, 
these modules have a variety of weightings, some 
of which are di� erent from those at SOAS. Students 
may not take modules that are lighter in weight 
than their SOAS equivalent. They may take modules 
that are heavier, provided that they appreciate that 
there may be a greater work load involved. The 
programme convenor for the MA can give further 
advice. The weight of the module is shown in ECTS 
points (European Credit Transfer Scheme). SOAS 
modules are weighted at 30 credits (22.5 ECTS 
points) and 15 credits (11.25 ECTS) respectively.

MA Islamic Intellectual History

Convenor: Dr Ayman Shihadeh

Law, art, modern politics and other religions 
lend an added dimension to understanding the 
Islamic tradition on this programme, where you 
will examine the Islamic world from its early 
development through to the present day.

The sociology and psychology of religion is 
also explored as you examine the problems 
and perspectives of Islam. Seminars, 
workshops, research and teaching are 
underpinned by the Centre of Islamic Studies 
and the London Middle East Institute.

Entry requirements: Minimum upper second 
class honours degree (or equivalent). Applicants 
are not required to have previous academic 
experience of this subject, although a strong 
interest in Islamic societies and cultures is of 
course expected. Students wishing to take certain 
options as their major will normally be expected 
to have their fi rst degree in that discipline. This 
applies to those wishing to have their major in 
Economics, Politics (of the Middle East) or Law.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure
Dissertation in Islamic Societies 
and Cultures (60 credits)

Optional modules
Students select one major and two minor 
modules. The major must be in a di� erent 
discipline to the minor options.

List A (major)
• Islamic Law (MA/LLM) (30 credits)
• Law and Society in the Middle East and North 

Africa (30 credits) 
• Medieval Arabic Thought (30 credits) 
• Modern Trends in Islam (30 credits)
• The Early Development of Islam: Emerging 

Identities and Contending Views (15 credits)
• The Origin of Islam: Sources and Perspectives (15 

credits)

List B (minor)
• Early and Medieval Arabic Linguistic Thought: 

Scholarship and Literature (30 credits)
• Arabic Women’s Writing: Theories and Practices 

(30 credits)
• Human Rights and Islamic Law (30 credits)
• Economic Development of the Middle East (30 

credits)
• Imagining Pakistan (15 credits) 
• Islam and the West: Artistic and Cultural Contacts 

(15 credits)
• Problems of Development in the Middle East and 

North Africa (15 credits)
• Art and Architecture of the Fatimids (15 credits)
• Comparative Politics of the Middle East (30 

credits)
• State and Society in Central Asia and the 

Caucasus (15 credits)
• Muslim Britain: Perspectives and Realities (30 

credits)
• Islam In South Asia (15 credits)

Languages - only one language option 
can be chosen as a minor
N.B. all modules designated (PG) require the student 
to attend an extra series of lectures and to write 
an essay or, for more advanced modules, possibly 
prepare a translation with commentary to count 
for 30% of the overall mark for the module.

• Persian for Readers of Arabic Script (PG) (30 
credits)

• Introduction to Standard Modern Arabic (30 
credits)

• Arabic 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Advanced Standard Modern Arabic (30 credits)
• Arabic 4 (PG) (30 credits)
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• Indonesian Language 1A (15 credits)
• Indonesian Language 1B (15 credits)
• Swahili 1A (15 credits)
• Swahili 1B (15 credits)
• Urdu Language 1A (15 credits)
• Urdu Language 1B (15 credits)

 




