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Degree programmes Development, Environment and Policy

Environmental issues and the continuing 
poverty of large numbers of people around 
the world are among the greatest challenges 
of our times. They are interrelated in complex 
ways, with important ethical, political, 
economic, social and technical dimensions.

At SOAS, we recognise the need for informed 
professionals with inter-disciplinary skills and 
understanding to tackle these issues e� ectively. 

We are unique in the range of postgraduate 
qualifi cations we o� er, and we are keen to ensure 
that our online and distance learning not only 
o� ers teaching in the subject areas of sustainable 
development, poverty reduction and environmental 
management, but is in itself a tool for development.

Our academic sta�  have extensive international 
experience in research, which is published 
and shared globally with other academics, 
decision-makers and opinion-formers.

Taught Masters Programmes
- MSc Climate Change and Development 
(Online Learning)

- MSc Sustainable Development 
(Online Learning)

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/cedep 

Development, Environment and Policy
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Improving the availability of fresh food
Bhavani Shankar, Professor of International 
Food, Agriculture and Health, has been 
awarded a Gates Foundation Grant of 
nearly $1million for the project ‘Market 
Interventions for Nutritional Improvement’.

Professor Shankar said: “Low fresh fruit, 
vegetable and meat intake is seen in large 
proportions of populations in our study 
countries of India, Bangladesh and Ethiopia 
and more broadly in South Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa. This a� ects the poorest, 
especially in smaller towns and villages, and 
is particularly acute in women and children.”

The project examines a promising 
intervention being piloted by a NGO called 
Digital Green in India, which aims to improve 
the market availability of fresh produce by 
providing a service that collects produce 
from participant farmers and undertakes 
its transport and sale at local markets. 
The whole operation is underpinned by 
digital technology – providing information 
and receipts to farmers via an app.

Bhavani Shankar 
Degree: CeDEP (Development, Environment 
and Policy)
Project title: Market Interventions for 
Nutritional Improvement
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MSc Climate Change 
and Development 
(Online Learning) 

PGCert and PGDip also available 

Convenor: Professor Laurence Smith

Climate change is the foremost challenge of 
the 21st century and is now being prioritised by 
governments, donor/development agencies and 
NGOs around the world. As such, the people 
working in them need a thorough grounding in 
the conceptual and practical dimensions both of 
adaptation to and mitigation of climate change, 
as well as the interlinkages between them.

The Climate Change and Development 
programme is designed to meet these needs 
so that organisations can be more e� ective in 
their e� orts towards change. The programmes 
cover key issues within climate change and 
development such as gender, social justice, 
energy access, poverty and social protection.

Fees
• £9,500

Structure
MSc students will study four modules, comprising 
one core (30 credits), three elective modules 
(30 credits each) from list A and list B below 
and a 10,000 word dissertation (60 credits).

Core module
• Climate Change and Development

List A (You may choose one -three 
modules from this list)
• Climate Change Adaptation
• Low Carbon Development
• Energy and Development

List B (You may choose up to two modules)
• Food Security and Social Protection
• Global Environmental Change and Sustainability
• Understanding Poverty
• Urban Sustainability
• Water and Land Management for Sustainable 

Development

MSc Sustainable Development 
(Online Learning) 

PGCert and PGDip also available

Convenor: Dr Ben Daley

It is clear that solutions to the challenge of 
sustainable development require holistic, 
integrated and co-ordinated actions across 
a very wide range of sectors, requiring an 
increasingly multidisciplinary approach. 

This innovative Masters o� ers a theoretically 
informed grounding in respect of the major global 
challenges confronting policymakers and citizens 
worldwide, including environmental, social and 
economic challenges.  The programme also explains 
and examines the main international framework 
for promoting sustainable development through 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Fees
• £9,500 

Structure
MSc students will study four modules, 
comprising one core (30 credits), three 
elective modules (30 credits each) and a 
10,000 word dissertation (60 credits).

Core module
• Understanding Sustainable Development

Electives
• Climate Change Adaptation
• Energy and Development
• Global Environmental Change and Sustainability
• Low Carbon Development
• Understanding Poverty
• Urban Sustainability
• Water and Land Management for Sustainable 

Development

For the latest module information, please 
refer to www.soas.ac.uk/cedep
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