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Arts
The arts, in their all-encompassing variety, 
are the very essence of humanity itself. 

You will be hard pressed to fi nd another institution 
in the UK where you will be exposed to such 
richness and diversity in the visual and sound arts 
than at SOAS. You will have access to our media 
lab, SOAS Radio and recording studio, the Brunei 
Gallery and the world-renowned SOAS Library. 
Furthermore, our central London location provides 
the ideal route into many of the world’s most 
critically acclaimed arts venues, concerts, festivals, 
galleries, museums, media and cultural enterprises. 

Our research outputs are equally strong. In the 
most recent Research Excellence Framework 
(REF), 80% of Arts’ publications were judged to 
be ‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’. 
Our research takes in multiple historical 
perspectives on the art and music of Asia and 
Africa, alongside ethnographic and practice-
based approaches to the contemporary expressive 
cultures of those regions and their diasporas. 

Structure and assessment 
Students take taught modules to the value 
of 120 credits and complete a dissertation 
(60 credits) – unless stated otherwise. 

Entry requirements
Minimum upper second-class honours degree 
(or equivalent) – unless stated otherwise.

English language requirement
Overall IELTS grade of 6.5 with 6.5 in writing 
and speaking and 6.0 in reading and listening. 
Visit www.soas.ac.uk/english-requirements 
for alternative acceptable qualifi cations. 

Duration 
One calendar year (full-time); two, three 
years (part-time, daytime only). 

Taught Masters Programmes
- MA Arts of Asia and Africa

- MA in Global Cinemas

- MA Global Creative and Cultural 
Industries

- MA Museums, Heritage and Material 
Culture Studies.

Related Masters Programmes
- MA Contemporary Art and Art Theory of 
Asia and Africa

- MA History of Art and Archaeology of 
East Asia

- MA History of Art and Architecture of the 
Islamic Middle East

- MA History of Art and Archaeology

- MA Religious Arts of Asia

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/soasoas 
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New book on Korean art

Korean artists are a permanent fi xture on today’s international 
scene, and interest in Korean art continues to grow. But how 
are we to understand Korean art and its cultural signifi cance? 
What has led to the formation of Korea’s cultural scene 
as we know it today, and what role have artists played in 
this process? These are some of the questions that will 
be answered in Korean Art from the 19th Century to the 
Present by Charlotte Horlyck, Senior Lecturer in the History 
of Korean Art, a new book, published by Reaktion Books. Dr 
Horlyck reviews some of the core issues that have shaped 

arts and cultural production on the Korean peninsula since modern times, a period 
that has seen Korea witness enormous political, social and economic change.

Dr Charlotte Horlyck
Book title: ‘Korean Art from the 19th Century to the Present Communities’

Inhwan Oh, “Where He Meets Him in Santiago”, 2007 (detail). Installation view of “Peppermint 
Candy” at the Museo de Arte Contemporàneo de Santiago, Santiago, Chille.
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MA Arts of Asia and Africa

Convenor: Professor Ashley Thompson

This programme draws upon the strength of the 
SOAS School of Arts as a centre for the study 
of the art, music and media of Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East, and their global diasporas. 

You will select modules from across the school, 
developing a cross-discipline understanding of the 
arts, broadly conceived. You will have the option 
of specialising in a particular interdisciplinary fi eld, 
such as popular music and fi lm in the Middle 
East; art, archaeology and music of the Silk Road; 
or music, media and development in Africa.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure
Students must take at least 30 credits from two 
di� erent parts of the School of Arts – History of Art 
and Archaeology (List A), Media Studies (List B) and 
Music (List C) and will write a supervised dissertation 
on a relevant topic. Up to 45 credits may be taken 
from the list of recommended modules outside of 
the School of Arts (List D) or from other modules 
at SOAS if approved by the programme convenor. 

List A – History of Art and Archaeology 
Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available. Please refer to www.soas.ac.uk/art/
programmes/pgcourses/ for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• (En)gendering Southeast Asia: Aesthetics and 
Politics of Sexual Di� erence (15 credits)

• Arab Painting (15 credits)
• Art and Archaeology of the Silk Road (30 credits)
• Art and Architecture of the Early Ottomans and 

the Beyliks (13-15th Centuries) (15 credits)
• Arts of Modern and Contemporary China (Since 

1800) (15 credits)
• Buddhist and Hindu Art of the Maritime Silk Route 

(15 credits)
• Contemporary Art and the Global (15 credits) 
• Critical Themes in Tibetan Art (15 credits)
• Curating Cultures (15 credits)
• Islamic Art and Architecture of Medieval Anatolia 

and the South Caucasus (11-13th Centuries) (15 
credits)

• Issues in Contemporary Southeast Asian Art (15 
credits)

• Modern and Contemporary Arts in Africa (15 
credits)

• Modern and Contemporary Korean Art (15 credits)
• Monuments and Sculpture of Angkor (15 credits)

• Shogunal Iconography in the Edo Period (15 
credits)

• The Figure of the Buddha: Theory, Practice and 
the Making of Buddhist Art History (15 credits)

• The Indian Temple (30 credits)
• Tibetan Buddhist Monuments in Context (15 

credits)

List B – Media Studies 
Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available. Please refer to www.soas.ac.uk/
media-studies/pgcourses/ for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Communication, Culture and Politics in 
the Middle East: Theoretical and Analytical 
Approaches (30 credits) 

• Global Media and Postnational Communication: 
Theoretical and Contemporary Issues (30 credits)

• International Political Communication (15 credits)
• Media Spectacle and Urban Space in East Asia (15 

credits)
• Mediated Culture in the Middle East: Politics and 

Communications (15 credits)
• Studies in Global Media and Post-National 

Communication (15 credits)
• The Transnational News Environment: Production, 

Representation and Use (15 credits)
• Theoretical Approaches to International 

Journalisms (30 credits)
• Theoretical Issues in Media and Cultural Studies 

(30 credits)
• Topics in Global Digital Cultures (15 credits)
• Transnational Communities and Diasporic Media: 

Networking, Connectivity, Identity (15 credits)

List C – Music 
Please see below for an indicative list of modules 
available. Please refer to www.soas.ac.uk/music/
programmes/pgcourses/ for full programme 
structures and detailed module information:

• Analysing World Music: Transcription and Analysis 
in Ethnomusicology (15 credits)

• Atlantic Africa: (P)Layers of Mediation in African 
Popular Music (PG) (30 credits)

• Central Asian Music (15 credits)
• Composition (15 credits)
• Ethnomusicology in Practice (30 credits)
• Indian Vocal Music: Styles and Histories (15 

credits)
• Music in Development (30 credits)
• Music, Nation and Confl ict in Jerusalem (15 

credits)
• Music, Place and Politics in Cuba (15 credits)
• Musical Traditions of East Asia (MA) (15 credits)
• Performance (30 credits)
• Performance as Research (30 credits)
• Performance Theory (15 credits)
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• Popular and Fusion Music in South East Asia (PG) 
(15 credits)

• Sacred Sound in South Asia (15 credits)
• Sound Recording and Production (15 credits)
• The Music Business (MA) (15 credits)

List D – recommended modules 
outside of the School of Arts 
Please refer to the Programme page on 
the SOAS website for an up-to-date list of 
modules on o� er from other departments. 

MA in Global Cinemas

Convenor: Dr Lindiwe Dovey

The MA in Global Cinemas o� ers students the 
unique opportunity to study in-depth regional 
cinemas outside the now standard research 
topographies, both geographical and theoretical, 
of mainstream cinema studies, thus opening 
up avenues for advanced research in areas and 
methodologies as yet untapped. Alternatively, 
it provides an avenue of study for those simply 
wishing to obtain a postgraduate qualifi cation 
in Cinema Studies without being confi ned to a 
European- and/or American-centric worldview. 
The degree o� ers a compulsory core module, 
Film and Screen Studies: Past and Present, 
that introduces students to vital concepts and 
cutting-edge methodologies in the fi eld while 
also providing a strong grounding for students 
who do not have a previous degree in Film and 
Screen Studies. The elective elements of the 
degree allow students the opportunity to specialise 
in one or more of the many regional cinemas 
on o� er at SOAS: Japanese, Chinese (mainland, 
Hong Kong & Taiwanese), mainland and maritime 
South East Asian, Indian, Iranian, Middle Eastern 
and African. It also enables students to combine 
specialist fi lm studies knowledge with a module 
in an Asian or African language or to advance 
their social and cultural knowledge of a given 
region through an ethnographic or historical 
module. Through our links with the University of 
London Screen Studies Group (which includes 
Kings College London, UCL, Birkbeck, Goldsmiths 
and Queen Mary), students may also choose one 
module from an exciting array of elective modules 
that go beyond SOAS’s regional o� erings.

SOAS is exceptional in its geographical focus, and 
our expertise in the disciplines of Film and Screen 
Studies makes us unique in the fi eld. In a ‘global’ 
industry, fi lm and media scholars and industry 
practitioners are increasingly recognising the need 
for a move toward the study of image cultures and 

industries beyond the historical hegemonies of 
the European and Hollywood industries. This has 
been more than evident in the career trajectories 
of graduates from the MA Global Cinemas degree, 
which include employment in fi lm festivals and 
arthouse cinemas, and fi lm production, distribution, 
and exhibition companies. Other graduates have 
followed the more traditional pathway into PhD 
programmes where they have been singularly 
successful in competing for AHRC studentships.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure
Students take 180 credits in total. These comprise:

• Dissertation (60 credits).

Core module 
• Film and Screen Studies: Past and Present 

(15 credits)

Students are required to take 45 credits from 
List A, 30 credits from list A or B (including 
selected University of London modules) and 30 
credits open option, including a language. 

List A (subject to availability) 
• Curating Africa: African Film and Video in the Age 

of Festivals (15 credits)
• Film and Society in the Middle East (30 credits)
• Genders and Sexualities in South East Asian Film 

(15 credits)
• Indian Cinema: Its History and Social Context (15 

credits)
• Indian Cinema: Key Issues (15 credits)
• Indonesia on Screen (15 credits)
• Japanese Television since 1953 (30 credits)
• Iranian Media and Film (15 credits)
• Issues in the Anthropology of Film (15 credits)
• Japanese Post-War Film Genres and the Avant-

Garde (15 credits)
• Japanese Transnational Cinema: From Kurosawa 

to Asia Extreme and Studio Ghibli (15 credits)
• Modern Chinese Film and Theatre (15 credits)
• Modern Film from Taiwan and the Chinese 

Diaspora (15 credits)
• (Post) Colonialism and Otherness in South East 

Asia on Screen (15 credits)
• Post-crisis Thai Cinema (1997-2007) (15 credits)
• The Story of African Film: Narrative Screen Media 

in Africa (15 credits)
• Vietnam on Screen (15 credits)

List B (subject to availability):
Other modules on Media
• Theoretical and Contemporary Issues in Global 

Media and Post-National Communication (15 
credits)
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• Years of Radical Change: South Korean Cinema 
from the ‘New Wave’ to the New Millennium (15 
credits)

Modules in Social Anthropology
• Culture and Society of China (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of East Africa (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of Japan (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of Near and Middle East (15 

credits)
• Culture and Society of South Asia (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of South East Asia (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of West Africa (15 credits)

Open Option Language Modules 
Please check the SOAS website for a list of modules.

University of London Screen Studies 
Group a�  liated colleges 
SOAS students may take a module (15 credits) from 
the following degree programmes:

• MA in the History of Film and Visual Media 
(Birkbeck College)

• MA Film Studies (Queen Mary)
• MA Screen Studies (Goldsmiths College)
• MA Contemporary Cinema Cultures (Kings 

College)
• MA Film Studies (UCL)

NOTE:
Students should contact the relevant institution for 
further information, as SOAS is not responsible for 
the running of these modules.

MA Global Creative and 
Cultural Industries

Convenor: Dr Caspar Melville

Where better to expand your horizons than in 
a global creative capital? This programme is 
designed for those with an interest in how art and 
culture intersects with cultural policy, the cultural 
industries and the digital economy. It will suit 
those already working or hoping to work in the 
cultural sector and for those interested in theory 
and analysis at the interface between art, culture 
and the creative economy, in a global frame.

How the programme unfolds is up to you –choose 
to focus on music, media, fi lm or art or archaeology, 
combined with a set of practical media skills 
modules. You can supplement your studies with a 
range of regional modules relating to art practice 
and the creative industries in the Middle East, Asia 
or Africa or by undertaking a work placement.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure
Students take one core module, one pathway 
module (List A) and write a dissertation on a relevant 
topic. They select a minimum of 45 credits from 
other modules in the School of Arts (Lists B-D); 
skills and internship modules are recommended 
(List E). A maximum of 30 credits may be taken 
from the list of recommended modules outside of 
the School of Arts (List F) or from other modules at 
SOAS if approved by the programme convenor.

Core module 
• Analytical Approaches to the Global Creative and 

Cultural Industries (30 credits)

List A - pathway modules 
Music Pathway
• The Music Business (Masters) (15 credits)

Art Pathway Modules
• Contemporary Art and the Global (15 credits)  

Media Pathway 
• Studies in Global Digital Cultures (15 credits) 
• Topics in Global Digital Cultures (15 credits)  

Skills and Internship Modules
• Curating Cultures Cohort A (15 credits)
• Digital Traditional Broadcasting Communication 

(15 credits) 
• Directed Study in Industry  (15 credits) 
• Sound Recording and Production (15 credits) 

Optional Modules
• Arab Painting (15 credits)  
• Art and Architecture of the Fatimids (15 credits)  
• Arts and Society in Sub-Saharan Africa (15 credits) 
• Arts of Modern and Contemporary China (since 

1800) (15 credits)
• The Story of African Film: Narrative Screen Media 

in Africa (15 credits) 
• Asia and Africa On Display: Objects, Exhibitions 

and Transculturism (15 credits)  
• Aspects of African Film and Video 2 (15 credits)  
• Aspects of Music and Religion in South East Asia 

(15 credits)  
• Censoring Japan: A Socio-Cultural History of 

Japanese Television (15 credits) 
• Cinema, Nation and Transcultural Asia 

(30 credits)
• Contemporary Art and the Global (15 credits)
• Critical Theory in Art History and Material Culture 

(15 credits) 
• Cross-Cultural Approaches to Aesthetics (15 

credits)
• Culture and Society of West Africa (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of East Africa (15 credits) 
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• Culture and Society of Japan (15 credits) 
• Culture and Society of South Asia (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of South East Asia 

(15 credits) 
• Culture and Society of China (15 credits) 
• Curating Cultures Cohort A (15 credits)
• Curating Cultures Cohort C (15 credits)
• Culture and Society of Near and Middle East (15 

credits) 
• Curating Africa: African Film and Video in the Age 

of Festivals (15 credits)  
• Diaspora Contexts and Visual Culture (15 credits)  
• Gender and Music (MMus) (15 credits)  
• Genders and Sexualities in South East Asian Film 

(15 credits)
• Indian Cinema: Its History and Social Context 

(15 credits)
• Indian Cinema: Key Issues (15 credits)
• Indian vocal music: Styles and histories  

(15 credits) 
• International Political Communication (15 credits)
• Islam and the West: Artistic and Cultural Contacts 

(15 credits)
• Issues in Contemporary Southeast Asian Art 

(15 credits)  
• Japanese Ceramics Past and Present (0.5 unit)
• Japanese Post-War Film Genres and the Avant-

Garde (15 credits) 
• Japanese Television since 1953 (30 credits)  
• Japanese Transnational Cinema: From Kurosawa 

to Asia Extreme and Studio Ghibli (15 credits)
• Klezmer Music: Roots and Revival (15 credits)  
• Media Spectacle and Urban Space in East Asia (15 

credits)
• Mediated Culture in the Middle East: Politics and 

Communications (15 credits)  
• Modern and Contemporary Korean Art (15 credits)
• Modern Film from Taiwan and the Chinese 

Diaspora (PG) (15 credits)
• Music and Healing (15 credits)  
• Modern Chinese Film and Theatre (MA)  

(15 credits)
• Music in Development (15 credits)
• Music on the Silk Road: Travel and Circulation 

(PG) (15 credits)
• Music, Place and Politics in Cuba (15 credits) 
• Musical Traditions of East Asia (MA) (15 credits)
• Painting and Visual Culture in China (30 credits)
• Photography and the Image in Africa (15 credits)
• Perspectives On Development (15 credits)
• Pop and Politics in East Asia (MA) (15 credits) 
• Popular and Fusion Music in South East Asia (PG) 

(15 credits)
• (Post) Colonialism and Otherness in South East 

Asia on Screen (15 credits)  
• Qualitative Research Methods (15 credits)
• Raga: Concept and Practice (PG) (15 credits)  
• Sacred Sound in South Asia (15 credits)
• Theoretical and Contemporary Issues in Global 

Media and Post-National Communication (15 
credits)

• Studies in Media, Information Communication 
Technologies and Development (15 credits)

• The Art of the African Diaspora (30 credits)  
• Theoretical Approaches to International 

Journalisms (15 credits)
• Transnational Communities and Diasporic Media: 

Networking, Connectivity, Identity (15 credits)
• Understanding Art East and West: from Asmat 

Shields to Tate Modern (15 credits)  

MA Museums, Heritage and 
Material Culture Studies

Convenors: Dr Maria Kostoglou and 
Dr Stefanie Lotter 

This interdisciplinary programme brings together 
anthropological, art historical and archaeological 
perspectives to explore the interconnecting fields 
of museums, heritage and material culture studies.  
For details of the programme, see page 22. 

“The programme, with its 
interdisciplinary approach, is 
unique and o� ers both theoretical 
learning and hands-on experience 
instilled through working with 
museums and their collections.“

Mansi Rao
MA Museums, Heritage and 
Material Culture Studies, 2018
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Toumani Diabate and his son Sidiki performing at graduation on the day he received an 
honorary doctorate – only the second African musician to receive such an honour in the UK.



      35

 Arts Degree programmes




