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Degree programmes Africa

Africa
Africa is one of the most inspirational and 
dynamic regions on the planet. It is a continent 
that is constantly in a state of fl ux, and, at 
SOAS, our academic ethos and culture refl ects 
this. SOAS has been teaching about Africa 
since 1938 but since that time, our teaching 
methods have evolved exponentially. 

Only at SOAS will you fi nd such an opportunity to 
engage with literature, fi lm and philosophy of the 
continent in a range of African languages, as well 
as in English. The fact that artistic expression in 
Africa is imbued with political, philosophical and 
religious signifi cance means that our approach to 
research and teaching is often interdisciplinary. 

Our distinctive language-based scholarship provides 
the perfect lens through which to explore written 
and oral literatures by writers from Africa and the 
African diaspora. Additionally, you will have the 
choice of learning some of the many languages 
in which we have unrivalled expertise, including 
Amharic, Swahili, Somali, Yorùbá, Hausa and Zulu. 

Our central London location means that your 
learning will be enriched by the access you will 
have to a host of African communities, festival and 
events. The diversity of this cultural capital is further 
complemented by the extensive resources available 
in the SOAS Library, British Library and the British 
Museum – all just a short walk from our campus. 

Structure and assessment 
Students take taught modules to the value 
of 120 credits and complete a dissertation 
(60 credits) – unless stated otherwise 

Entry requirements
Minimum upper second-class honours degree 
(or equivalent) – unless stated otherwise

English language requirement
Overall IELTS grade of 6.5 with 6.5 in writing 
and speaking and 6.0 in reading and listening. 
Visit www.soas.ac.uk/english-requirements 
for alternative acceptable qualifi cations 

Duration 
One calendar year (full-time); two, three 
years (part-time, daytime only)

Taught Masters Programmes
- MA African Studies

- MA African Studies (Literature Pathway)

Related Masters Programmes
MA...and Intensive Language (Swahili)

 

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/africa 
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Developing strategies for 
marginalised communities

Small-scale communities in the border regions of Southern Senegal, western 
Mali and eastern Guinea have developed longstanding strategies allowing them 
to adapt to changes in political and social structure that are typical of frontier 
societies. Yet, from a national and international development perspective, these 
communities are seen as marginalised; their mobility patterns as an obstacle to 
civic participation in nation states and their multilingualism in small languages 
as a barrier to participation in education.  In the ESRC-DFID funded project 
‘Resilience Srategies in West African Frontier Communities’, Dr Marie Rodet, 
Senior Lecturer in the History of Africa, will provide training workshops and 
digital tools to local research participants to share their own resilience strategies. 
The project will also build cross-border networks and cooperation by uploading 
data on a mobile app and website, thus creating a collaborative interactive 
space where information can be easily exchanged, compared and capitalized 
upon for future development strategies by the communities and NGOs.

Dr Marie Rodet
Project title: ‘Resilience Strategies in West African Frontier Communities’



16      For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk

Degree programmes Africa

MA African Studies

Convenor: Dr Dana Healy

Africa is one of the world’s most vibrant and 
challenging regions. Come to SOAS and you can 
delve into its captivating history, culture and political 
economy alongside those who know it best. The 
complexity and depth of this fascinating continent is 
matched by the extensive range of interdisciplinary 
courses we o� er. Whether you wish to engage 
with the historic development of Africa’s culture 
or political economy, or you plan on furthering 
your career overseas, this programme provides an 
exceptional opportunity to expand your horizons.

Fees
• £9,685 (Home/EU)
• £19,930 (Overseas)

Structure and themes: As the emphasis 
in the Regional Studies programmes is on 
interdisciplinary study, students are required to 
select their module choices from more than 
one subject. The range of disciplines covers: 

• Anthropology
• Art
• Economics
• History
• Language
• Law
• Linguistics
• Literature
• Media
• Politics
• Religious Studies

Optional modules
Anthropology
• African and Asian Diasporas in the Modern World 

(15 credits)
• African and Asian Cultures in Britain (15 credits)

Art
• Arts and Society in Sub-Saharan Africa (15 credits)
• Modern and Contemporary Arts in Africa (15 credits)

Economics
• African Economic Development 1 (15 credits)
• African Economic Development 2 (15 credits)

History
• Colonial Conquest and Social Change in Southern 

Africa (15 credits)
• Social and Cultural Transformations in Southern 

Africa Since 1945 (15 credits)
• Slavery in West Africa in the 19th and 20th 

Centuries (15 credits)
• Historical Perspectives on Gender in Africa 

(15 credits)

Language
• Advanced Somali: Formal Usage (30 credits)
• Advanced Somali: Language PG (15 credits)
• Amharic 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Amharic 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Directed Readings in an African Language 

(30 credits) 
• Hausa 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Hausa 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Somali 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Somali 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Swahili 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Intermediate Swahili 2A (PG) (30 credits)
• Swahili 3 (PG) (30 credits)
• Yoruba 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Yoruba 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Zulu 1 (PG) (30 credits)
• Zulu 2 (PG) (30 credits)
• Zulu 3 (PG) (30 credits)

Law
• Islamic Law (MA/LLM) (30 credits)

Linguistics
• The Structure of Bantu Languages (MA) (15 credits)

Literature
• Advanced Somali: Literature (PG) 15 credits)
• Advanced Swahili Literature (PG) 15 credits)
• African Philosophy (PG) (15 credits)
• Afrophone Philosophies (PG) (15 credits)
• Introduction to Swahili Literature (PG) (15 credits)
• Literatures in African Languages (30 credits)
• Travelling Africa: Writing the Cape to Cairo 

(30 credits)
• Realism and Magical Realism in the Afrophone 

Novel (PG) (30 credits)

Media
• Aspects of African Film and Video 2 (15 credits)
• Curating Africa: African Film and Video in the Age 

of Festivals (15 credits)
• The Story of African Film: Narrative Screen Media 

in Africa (15 credits)
• Photography and the Image in Africa (15 credits)

Politics
• Government and Politics in Africa (30 credits)

Religious Studies
• Colonial and Christian Missions in Africa: Readings 

from the Archives (15 credits)
• Religions and Development (15 credits
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MA African Studies 
(Literature Pathway)

Convenor: Dr Dana Healy

The MA African Studies (Literature Pathway) enables 
students to engage critically with varied aspects of 
oral and written literatures in Africa. The programme 
is unique in the way it encourages exploration of 
relationships between indigenous African aesthetics 
and contemporary literary theories. The module 
‘Theories and Techniques of Comparative Literature’ 
provides theoretical and methodological skills while 
the programme’s other credits focus on specifi c 
areas such as literatures in African languages 
and contemporary African literature in English.

Structure
Students take a total of 180 credits. These comprise:

• Dissertation in African Studies (60 credits)

Core module
• Literatures in African Languages (30 credits)

Optional modules
• Literature Module (30 credits)
• Guided Option (30-60 credits)
• Open Options (30 credits)

Please see SOAS website, for the list of optional 
modules for the African Studies pathway.

 A teenage girl sells peanuts in the port of Bakau close to 
 the Gambian capital Banjul. (SOAS Photo Competition 2014)




